Quick Tips to Help your Child at Home:
· Reading: 
Use the Letterland chart (please see attached) to help your child learn letters and sounds. Also, practice letters and sounds at home.   For example, when referring to common objects at your home like door, ask your child: what does letter door start with? What are some other words that start with the first sound that you hear in door? Once they master beginning sounds move on to ending sounds and then middle sounds.  Read with your child at least 10 minutes per night.  Use the retelling format (Please see attached) to discuss stories with your child.  Have your child identify print concepts in books. (Please see attached)  
· Writing:
Please encourage writing at home. Have your child practice writing his or her first and last name as well as the names of friends and family members. Have your child keep a journal and write down stories that really happened to him/her.  Encourage the use of shapes for representational drawings. (ex/ circle for head, rectangle for body, etc.) You can also have your child practice writing letters and words by making grocery lists, writing recipes, writing notes or letters to family and friends.  Do not stress spelling words correctly (unless it is a high frequency/snap word).  Have your child use invented spelling (write letters that represent sounds that they hear in words).  
· Math:
Please reinforce colors and shapes (triangle, circle, rectangle, square, hexagon, cube, cylinder, cone, and sphere).  Practice comparing and describing shapes.  Practice orally identifying and writing numbers up to 20. Model first and then allow your child to practice independently.  Practice rote counting to 100 as well as counting common objects at home.  How many books are on the bookshelf?  Practice creating sets of objects.  For example, ask your child to count a set of 20 goldfish or Cheerios.  Work on ten groups and place value for the numerals 11-19.  Last, work on sorting objects by color, shape, size, etc.  Buttons work well for practicing this concept.  
Please let me know if there is anything I can do to support your effort at home.  I know that you have a difficult job, if I can be of any help let me know (570-2100 or dyoumans@wcpss.net) ( Mrs. Youmans
