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Mrs. Youmans/Mrs. Murin
Kindergarten, Track 1 
Sanford Creek Elementary 
July 9, 2018
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I want to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to our class and to our school community at Sanford Creek Elementary! I am looking forward to getting to know you!
The beginning of a school year is an exciting time in the lives of children, especially Kindergarten students. I have prepared this booklet of information to answer many questions you may have concerning procedures in our room and in our school. Please keep this booklet and refer to it when appropriate. Please let me know if you have any questions.

I hope that you will be able to visit our classroom from time to time. If your schedule permits, I would love to have you volunteer in the classroom on a regular basis. If not, I hope you can join us occasionally for lunch, special events, or for field trips.

I look forward to establishing the best possible learning environment for your child. With teamwork and cooperation among parents, teachers, and students, we will all have a TERRIFIC year!!

Most Sincerely,

Danielle Youmans 
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We will be using a Workshop based learning approach to instruction.  The format of our teaching consists of the teacher modeling strategies through mini lessons, students practicing the strategy independently and/or in groups while the teacher circulates and confers with students, and our lessons are concluded by sharing what we learned.  Instruction will be aligned with North Carolina Standards. 
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Please let me know if you did not receive a supply list from Meet the Teacher. The list is posted on my Weebly page (http://mrsyoumansclass.weebly.com) as well. The wish list at the bottom contains items that are not required but are every much appreciated. 
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Periodically, your child will bring money to school for lunch, milk, school pictures, book fairs, field trips, etc. When sending money to school, be sure to use an envelope or Ziploc bag clearly marked with your child’s name, what the money is for, and the amount enclosed. Please send exact change when sending cash. All checks should be make payable to Sanford Creek Elementary School (unless otherwise noted).If the school provides an envelope; please completely fill out all the requested information on the front of the envelope. 
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Breakfast is available in the cafeteria every morning. The cost of breakfast is $1.25.  Your child may eat breakfast in the cafeteria each day from 8:45-9:10.  Otherwise, he/she must go directly to the classroom as instructional day begins at 9:15.  If your child cannot get to school early enough to eat breakfast please make sure he or she eats breakfast at home.
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The cost of student lunch is $2.55 per day. (*Please follow the money procedures outlined above). I highly recommend that you pre-pay for your child’s lunches in the cafeteria; it makes it much easier for the students. You can go to www.myschoolbucks.com to pre-pay online or send in a check payable to Sanford Creek Cafeteria (with your child’s powerschool account # on the check).  You can monitor and put limits on what your child purchases. If your child brings his/her lunch from home, please label the box or bag. You are always welcome to join us for lunch; our lunch period is from 11:40-12:10. Please give us a couple of weeks to establish routines before joining us for lunch. We will send home a sheet with your child’s lunch number/computer log in number on it, please help him/her memorize it as it will help speed up the lunch line and the computer log-in process. 
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We will have a short 10 minute snack break every afternoon.  We will be asking each student to bring his/her own snack each day (please pack separately from lunch-ex/ front pocket of book bag). Due to the Wake County Wellness Policy, we ask that you provide a “healthy snack” for your child. Some snack suggestions would be: granola bars, pretzels, animal crackers, goldfish crackers, graham crackers, apple sauce, baked chips, low fat cereals, and fruit.  Your child may keep a water bottle at school to drink from throughout the day.  Please do not send juice for snack. 
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The school day starts at 9:15 and ends at 3:45, your child is permitted to enter the building any time from 8:45-9:15. Your child should be at school every day by 9:15 unless he/she is sick or observing a religious holiday. If you child is sick, or misses school for any reason, please send a written note or email within 2 days so that we can determine if it is an excused or unexcused absence. If your child is not feeling well, has had a fever during the last 24 hours, or is in any way contagious, PLEASE allow him/her to stay home from school as we want your child and the rest of the class and teachers to stay healthy. If you take your child to the doctor, please ask the doctor for a school excuse note. Please try and refrain from taking your child out of school to go on family trip as this is not an excused absence
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It is important that you understand dismissal procedures. Please do not wait outside the classroom doors. You must wait up at the front of the school or in the carpool lane. You must also sign in and obtain a Visitor’s Pass whenever you enter the school; this is for the safety of our children. For anyone who is picking up your child it will be required that this person is authorized to pick your child up. We will not release your child to a car unless we have the name of that person on your child’s locator card in the office. It is the Wake County School policy. If your child is to go home any other way than what our records show and we do not have a note, we will send your child home the regular way. We can not take a child’s word. Please put all important notes in your child’s Blue Jay Daily Folder (not the book bag). Please do not email me changes in transportation because I may not get to my email that day or I may be out of the building. Please call the office if there is a last minute transportation change.  If your child is riding a bus he/she must keep the bus tag on the book bag for the entire school year.  Your child will not be able to ride the bus without the bus tag attached. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation! 
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We enjoy having our parents come to school to help us learn! Beginning in October, you will be given the opportunity to volunteer in our class. You must complete a background check on a school computer. Please complete the background check ASAP, as it takes at least 2 weeks to be processed. When it is approved you may volunteer. I will give you more volunteer information as to times and special events in which we will need parental support. Your help is GREATLY appreciated! 
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Throughout the year, we will schedule trips into the community to enhance our curriculum. Permission slips and cost information will be sent home prior to each trip. You will have an opportunity to pay up front for each trip through our Online Payment System. Transportation is provided by Wake County school buses. We will let you know as plans are finalized! You will have the opportunity to volunteer to be a chaperone for a field trip.  A background check must be completed in order to chaperone so if you think you will want to join us for a field trip this year please complete the background check ASAP. 
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We know how special birthdays are for you and your child. We will recognize birthdays at school in an appropriate manner. If you are interested, you may send in a store bought (we cannot serve homemade items) snack for the class and/or donate a book to our classroom library in honor of your child’s special day.  The best time to bring in a birthday treat is during lunch time in the cafeteria from 11:40-12:10. Please let me know a head of time if you are sending in a birthday treat because some students may have allergies. 
[image: image14.emf]Please DO NOT send any kind of invitation to school for distribution! You will have an opportunity to have your child be a part of a class directory in which students can have the address and phone numbers of their classmates. 
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Please send in a LABELED bag with a complete change of clothes appropriate for each time of the year.  No child is immune to spilled milk. Also, Kindergartners are involved in activities that require jumping, running, climbing, etc. Tennis shoes with laces or Velcro closures are required for PE and are appropriate for daily recess. Our PE day is Wednesday (please make sure your child is prepared). Flip flops are not permitted in school. In class, students will be cooking, painting, using markers, using glue, working with play dough, and other “messy” stuff. Please select clothing that is both comfortable and appropriate for these activities. 
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As children enter Kindergarten, they are eager and ready to learn. We do expect that your child will be reading or be read to every night for at least 10-20 minutes.  We will not be sending homework packets.  However, we will be sending short assignments to support our math curriculum and sometimes special projects for literacy, science, or social studies units. Weekly newsletters (Classroom Times) will also include a “Homework Helpers” section so you can support what we are doing at school at home. The “Helpful websites” page on my class weebly page will also have a variety of websites and other resources for you to use to support your child’s learning at home.
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After we assess your child’s independent reading level, your child will begin taking a small book home each night in his or her “go bag” to practice reading. After reading and discussing the book with your child you will be asked to sign and date your child’s reading log. These books are simple and are designed to help your child develop reading fluency.  By providing your child a nightly opportunity to practice oral reading, he/she will be able to focus on fluency and comprehension. Since not all children will be ready for independent reading at the same time, you will be notified when the program begins for your child. A “Home Reading Contract” will be sent home at that time. 
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Mrs. Haines (Our school counselor) will teach a guidance lesson and your child will visit the school Media Center every Monday of each week. He/she will be permitted to check out one book during each visit. Ms. Washington (our Media Specialist) will let us know when it’s time for kindergarten students to check out books.  Please help your child find a safe place to keep his/her library book at home. Please ensure your child returns his/her book by of each week so that he/she is able to check out a new one. 
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Every day, your child will take home a Blue Jay Daily Folder. It must be returned to school EACH DAY. Inside you will find any important notices, a daily behavior log (to reviewed and signed), and other important information. Please review your child’s folder each day. If you need to contact me you have three options:

1. Notes: Please place any notes in your child’s folder (not the book bag). This is the easiest way!

2. Email: dyoumans@wcpss.net I will check my email daily, but please do not email me if you need an IMMEDIATE response as I often check my mail in the morning and not again until the end of the day. Please do not email changes in transportation. 
3. Phone (919)570-2100: Please leave a message with Ms. McAdams and I will return your call as soon as I can.
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I will send important information electronically or by paper based on the information you fill out on the Communication Survey at Meet the Teacher. Weekly newsletters (Classroom Times) will also be posted to the class Weebly page http://mrsyoumansclass.weebly.com by Monday of each week. Each newsletter will highlight some of the classroom activities your child is participating in, as well as updates important upcoming events/reminders. Please carefully review all contents as this will be our main way to distribute information. 
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SEESAW
I am very excited to share that our class will be using an amazing app called Seesaw in which students can build online digital portfolios to share their learning in a safe and engaging way. Each child has their own journal where they can document their learning. Families will be able to connect to their child’s journal at home to view the work they are doing. I can also communicate with families through the Seesaw app too!  I will be sending more information very soon. Stay tuned! 😊
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In addition to our class newsletter, our PTA, School committees, and Principal will send home information on Tuesdays to keep you informed of school-wide activities.  Please watch out for important information every Tuesday. Also, please visit our school website http://sanfordcreekes.wcpss.net/ regularly for updates. 
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SCHOOL-WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOR SUPPORT
As you know, good behavior and learning go hand in hand. During the first few days of school, our class will create a list of simple class rules to make our days at school successful. Because the students are part of the process, it helps to build a sense of ownership. These rules have been established to ensure your child experiences a positive and safe learning environment. We will be sending home more specific information pertaining to our behavior management policies.  Sanford Creek will also have school wide expectations for behavior in common areas. Students can receive individual reinforcement for good behavior (Blue Jay Bucks) to be turned in for various rewards (ex/ 10 bucks= a trip to the blue jay nest for a prize) and the whole class can receive eggs for our blue jay nest.  Once our class gets enough eggs we can earn different levels of wings for class recognition of good behavior.  
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ROTATING CLASSROOMS

We will be rotating classrooms.  My red flag with my name will be posted by the room that we will be in. 
	Quarter 1
	Room 1218

	Quarter 2
	Room 1218

	Quarter 3
	Room 1220

	Quarter 4
	Room 1220
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Encourage your child to discuss school activities with you. Talk positively about school. The way your child perceives your feelings about his/her school and teachers will have a direct effect on how (s)he feels about them. I am delighted to have your child in my class and I look forward to working with you to make sure your child starts school on a positive note. I GREATLY appreciate your support and anticipate a fun and successful school year!  
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☺ Mrs. Youmans

dyoumans@ wcpss.net
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