Retelling Questions
After reading to/with your child, please work on having him/her orally retell the story.  The best way to start is by saying, “Tell me about the book.”  Then, refer to the following questions to help guide the retelling (if they are needed).  This will help familiarize your child with the retelling format that we are using in school.  Your child will need to develop the ability to discuss stories that he or she reads or listens to in order to construct meaning from print. 
Setting: Location and/or Time: Where or when did this story happen?

Events: What happened in this story? What else happened in this story?                                                  (Encourage your child to tell what happened in the beginning, middle, and end)
Character/Object Recall: Who is this story about? (Using specific names) What else can you tell me about the character/object?
Connections to Personal Experience or Prior Knowledge: What does this story make you think about?
Print Concepts
Below is a list of Print Concepts that your child needs to know.  He or she is expected to know at least 13 concepts of print when s/he enters kindergarten.  Please practice these with your child so that s/he learns all of them.  This will prepare her/him to be reading by the end of second quarter.  

1. The front of the book

2. the title

3. point where to begin reading the story

4. show which way to go next - the direction to read (left-to-right)

5. where to go next at the end of the line

6. show one letter/two letters (s/he can show this between 2 scraps of paper)
7. show one word/two words (s/he can show this between 2 scraps of paper)
8. show the first part of the sentence (on a page with 2 lines of text per page, s/he should show the top line of text)
9. show the last part of the sentence (on a page with 2 lines of text per page, s/he should show the bottom line of text)
10. first letter in a word

11. last letter in a word

12. a capital letter

13. a lower case letter

14. period (.) and be able to tell what it means
15. point to each word while a page is read to him/her
